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3500
inhabitants

1 million 
visitors/year

5400 km² 
820 km² land  
4580 km² water

7 schools

www.biosfar.fi

https://vectormap.net/free-vector-countries-maps/page/3/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Functions 
and activities





Biosphere
Academy –
WHY?

www.biosfarakademin.fi

Long-term educational
programme 

Aged 0-30 yrs

“The more you know – the 
more you want to care 

about it”

Knowledge-based 
experiences to strengthen 

childrens and young 
people's sense of belonging 

and their relationship to 
nature and culture

Funding 130 000€/year 
(private foundations)

UNESCO MAB guidelines 

https://biosfar.fi/biosfarakademin/grundskolan/material-for-grundskolan/


Miniambassadors Juniorambassadors Biosphere Ambassador programme

Our Biosphereresearchers Emil and Sanna



Aims

• strengthen the young people's sense of local belonging 
and pride in their local environment

• develop educational and nurturing activities around 
nature, environment, culture and sustainability, which 
reach children and young people who live, stay in or visit 
the Archipelago Sea BR

• give children, young people and educators knowledge 
and action to reduce concerns about the climate and the 
environment and together build a common future on a 
sustainable basis

• increase interest in natural sciences and studies that can 
be linked to sustainability issues and work opportunities 
in the archipelago

• make the Biosphere Academy's models available to 
others both nationally and internationally



Activities built 
on cooperation





Early childhood education 
0-6 years
Pike and his friends
https://www.pargas.fi/gaddanochganget

Miniamabassadors for a sustainable archipelago

https://www.pargas.fi/gaddanochganget


Elementary school

• Sustainability path

• Biosphere Reserve in school 

• Digital games and vloggs (YouTube)

• Cooperation with the educators and municipalities

• Cooperation with The Nature School (our partner)

• National and local curriculum





The sustainability path 
for elementary school

aged 7-12 

https://sites.google.com/edu.pargas.fi/hallbarhetsstigen-pargas-stad/startsida


Young adults 
16-30 years

• Cooperation with the universities and researchers

• General upper secondary school (aged 16-19)

• Courses, excursions and lab-experiences 

• Biosphere Ambassadors 

• Environmental feelings research together with
students från Åbo Akademi university

• Youth Forum

• Vloggs

• YouthMAB, NordMAB

https://www.youtube.com/@skargardshavetsbiosfaromra7432/playlists




Visitor education

• Kids´lab in BR-center

• Biosphere Trail

• Island Expedition 
http://expedition.foss.fi/en/

http://expedition.foss.fi/en/






Thank you!

Archipelago Sea Area Biosphere Reserve

Erika Silventoinen

erika.silventoinen@pargas.fi

+358452741940

www.biosfar.fi

Coordinator Katja Bonnevier

katja.bonnevier@pargas.fi

mailto:erika.silventoinen@pargas.fi
http://www.biosfar.fi/
mailto:katja.bonnevier@pargas.fi
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