
Kristianstads Vattenrike
Biosphere reserve

Benefitting nature and people 



Vattenriket Biosphere – the perfect classroom



Kristianstads Vattenrike Blekinge Arkipelag

Östra Vätternbranterna

Värnerskärgården 
med Kinnekulle

Nedre Dalälven

Applicant area 
Voxnadalen

Applicant area 
Vindelälven-
Juhtatdahka

Kristianstad

ÅhusTollarp

Kristianstads Vattenrike – Biosphere Reserve since 2005



Rich and varied landscape

Definition:
The lower Helge å river 
catchment area within 
Kristianstad municipality
35x35 kms >100 000 ha
90 000 inhabitants



Low water

High water



Vattenriket – 
extraordinarily 
rich in species



Naturum Vattenriket –  a result of changing attitudes



Biosphere office 



Municipality management Office
 Department for growth and sustainable development

Biosphere    Naturum    Urban planning Business development    Sustainable development

Biosphere office
8+7 staff



Five focus areas



Methods
Awaken curiosity. Gather and spread knowledge. Dialogue and cooperation.



Vattenriket Biosphere – the perfect classroom



17 000 
school-
children

1 milion
visitors

Naturum Vattenriket 
visitor centre

5 000 
activities



From pre-school to university



First hand experiences change attitudes



Biosphere summer camps -
Inspired by nature and people



Biosphere classrooms and pedagogic tools



PEDAGOGY AND ECOLOGY

EXPERIENCE AND 
KNOWLEDGE

PRACTICAL NATURE 
CONSERVATION

CURIOSITY AND 
COMMITMENT

Nature pedagogics and ecologists in cooperation



Biosphere ambassadors



Involving and inspiring youth

Youth forum in Luxembourg
Minett Beyouthsphere 
12-16 July 2023

Participants from Biosphere 
reserves in Germany, France 
and the Netherlands

Biosphere scouts 



Biosphere areas and life long learning
- a holistic approach

Thomas Beery, Professor 

Environmental didactics

Högskolan Kristianstad

• cognitive

• affective

• physical



Sam Peterson Foto : Patrik Olofsson

Benefitting both man and nature!



Thank you for listening!

Åsa Pearce
Information officer

asa.pearce@kristianstad.se
vattenriket.kristianstad.se

NaturumVattenriket
vattenriket
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